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ESSAY, &c 


T is Difficult for a private Man 
to live in the World, and not 
to regard the Welfare of the 
Publick, wherein his Affecti- 
ons and his Intereſt are equal- 
IIy concerned; and when he 
apprehends any Evil likely to fall upon his 
Conntrey, tho his Station gives him not the 
leaſt Power to prevent ſuch an Evil, yet bis 
jjuſt Concern for the common Good, and his 
_ [reaſonable Fears of approaching Miſery, will 

oblige him to expreſs his Sentiments of the 

Danger he apprehends. C 
The preſent unhappy Circumſtances of 
this Kingdom, muſt give ſerious Men a ſad 
Proſpect of the Danger we are all expoſed to 
from the Diviſions and Diſtractions now 
reigning among us, which are no longer the 
subject of Paper Diſpute and Controverſy, 

ut the Animoſity and Rage of the two Par- 
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3 
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13 tis hath deen them to a Formal Decla- 
* ration of War, and to diſpute their Diffe- 
I rences by Force of Arms, the Effects of which 


=: - have been — felt in England and Scot- 
1 land. 

7 Upon the Death of the late Qu EEN of 
Bleſſed Memory, we had all the Reaſon ima- 
ginable to expect a laſting Happineſs and Se- 
= curity to theſe Kingdoms, conſidering that 

* the Succeſſor to the Crown was a Prince of 


= _ conſummate Experience and Abilities, of great 
' Wiſdom, Magnanimity, and Reſolution; that 
1 IS his Right and Title had been recoght=ed by 
i . tov Parliametits, by the Conſent of all Par. 
_- of ties, and allowed by France, and all the moſt 
=. _ confiderable Princes and States of Europe; that 
0 ile. was ſupported by a numerous Woe, which 
is a great Strength to a Crowned Head; that 
He had large Dominions of his own to make 
5 him reverenced by Foreigners, and obeyed 
: : buy his own Subjects; and that at his Acceſ- 
=_ - ſion his Kingdoms were in ptofouad Peace at 
= Home and Abroad. 
0 Theſe were the happy Circumſtances of 
this King and his People in the beginning 
i of this Reign; we ſeemed to have been fixed 
| upon an immovable Foundation of Peace 
8 and. Security. 
. But all our pleaſant Hopes and Views ſoon 
3 vaniſhed and diſappeared ; the Rage and Vio- 
5 lence of Parties ſoon broke out into greater 
Extremi- 


* 
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Extremities than ever, and many Men on a 
ſudden caſt off all Reverence and Regard 
to the King, the Laws, and all Perſons in 


Authority; and now great Numbers openly 


| difown' hls Majeſty's Title, and withdraw 


their Allegiance from him. 
1 ſhall; therefore, endeavour to diſcover | 


the Original and Cauſe of thefe Evils we 


now labour under, and give ſome Account 
of the Refentments and Diſcontents of thoſe 
Perſons who are diſaffected to his Majeſty 


and his Adminiſtration z and in this Enquiry 


I ſhall ſhew no Reſpeck or Partiality to Men 
of any Denomination or Party whatſoever. 
And in the firſt place, I ſhall conſider the 


i Cireaaffancs and Diſpoſition of the People 


of Scotland for ſome Years paſt, ſince we ſeem 


to be threaten'd with the moſt imminent 


Danger from that Quarter. 
The Scotch, beſides their Natural Inquic- 


tude and Inclination to rebel, always ſe- 


conded by their Pride and Ambition, have 
ſome ſort of Reaſon to be uneaſy and im- 
patient under their preſent Circumſtances. 


Every one knows, that the true Reaſon of 
. Union-Treaty between the two King- 
doms was, that the Succeſſion to the Crown 
of Scotland might be ſettled in Law upor 
the Houſe of Hannover, as that of Erelanc 
had been ſome Years before, which all the 
Power and Intereſt of the Court could never 
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get effected in the . of Scotland, till 
it was brought about by this Treaty. 

This was a weighty Conſideration, and 
worthy of the Care of a wiſe Miniſtry,. con- 
ſidering there was a Perſon pretending to the 
Crown, ſupported: by the Power of France, 
to provide as well as they could, that upon 

the Demiſe of the then Queen, the two King- 
doms might not be diſunited, but devolve 
upon one and the ſame Succeſſor. But the 
Temper of the Scots which appeared at the 
paſſing the Act of Union, : evidently diſco- 
pa That this Proceeding of their Pallenters | 
Was much againſt the Genius and Judgment 
of the Kingdom. And the extraordinary Me- 
thods, by which it was with oreat Difficulty 
eff. cted, could not but convince thinking Men, 
that it would not be a firm and laſting Union, 
tho' at that time it was abſolutely neceſſary 
for England to procure it at any Rate. And 
it is very apparent, that the Scots have been 
ever ſince uneaſy in that Affair, have always 
had in View another Succeſſor to their Crown, 
and only wanted an Opportunity to ſhake off 
their Subjection to Exgland. And whether 
the Loſs of their Parliament, the Abſence _ 
of their Nobility, and the great and unuſual 
Taxes they are now oppreſſed with, hath re- 
conciled them to that Union, I leave to be 
conſid: red, And whether it was good Con- 
duct to leave that Kingdom unprovided and 
defenceleſs, 


4 


defenceleſz, "Ot 


fairs there will, 1 think, determine. The Re- 
bellion in Seotland, therefore, cannot de 


look d upon as Strange or Surprizing, ſince 
they have all along in their Words and Acti- 
ons profeſſed, that they would rebel the firſt 
Opportunity, that they would ſhake off the 


Enugliſo Yoke, and regain their old Privileges. 
But it is really Surprizing to ſee Men tho- 


roughly provoked, and yet ſuffered to retain 


the Power of doing what Miſchief they 


think fit. We cart, therefore, but look upon 


the Kingdom of Scotland as entirely devoted 


to 9 and Pretenſions ſeparate from thoſe 
of England, and the Scots will uſe all poſſible 
doing to diſunite themſelves from it, or per- 


haps, according to their natural Vanity, to 
preſume even to conquer the Power of Eng- 


land, The Grievances, therefore, of — 
People are worthy of the Conſideration of 


a great King and a wiſe Parliament; and 


when they ſhall. be prevailed upon by Force, 


or by Perſuaſion, to lay down their Arms, 
it will be the common Intereſt of both King- 


doms to eaſe them of any Burthen they can 
reaſonably complain of, and to perfect the 
Union as much as poſſibſe to their Proſperity 


and Satis faction. 


In the ſecond place I wall conf der the 
Temper of the F eople of England in relation 
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onſidering their Temper, Views, 
and Circumſtances, the preſent Poſture f Af- 
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tothe King' and his Government. And it 
cannot but be very ſurprizing, that ſo great 
a Number of People ſhould in a ſhort Time 


de ſo much haken! in their Duty, and ſo ali- 


enated in their Affections from the King and 
his Family, as to deſire and attempt cen 4 
Change of Government: And it is an un- 
grateful, as well as a difficult Task, to diſeo- 
ver the true Cauſes of ſuch a general Diſcon- 
tent. For that the Houſe of Hannover ſhould. 
enjoy the Crown of Great Britain, is certainly 
more conducive to the Intereſt of this Nation, 
than that it ſhould be poſſeſſed by any other 
Branch of the Royal Family; z their Religion, 
the Situation of their Dominions, their Alti- | 
ances and Intereſt in the Empire, naturally 
tend to advance the Welfare of Britain, and 
the Good of all Europe. But this Argument, 
tho a very weighty one, hath no manner of 
Effect upon the Minds of the People in the 
preſent Juncture. Neither is there any Ob. 
jection, or Diflike to the Perſon of the King, 
-who is by all acknowledged to be a Mild, 
Merciful, and Gracious Prince; and who 
from himſelf hath not done any one Act to 
oppreſs or diſoblige his People. Our Diſtra- 
ctions and Miferies mult therefore proceed 
from our ſelves, and our Diſcontents and Mu- 
tinies muſt be the Effect of Party Rage and 
Malice, of Hatred, Strife, and Envy. For] 
tho? the Nation bath, and can have but ns 
9 7 1 | an 
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and the ſame Intereſt, and the Prince doth his 


Duty to his Subjects, who purſueth the Com- 
mon Good, and ought to be loved and reve- 


renced for ſo doing; yet the Intereſts} of the 


Subjects are as oppoſite, as the particular 


Views and Expectations of different Parties; 
and the Prince will be loved, or diſregarded, 
as he employs the one and neglects the other, 


in Proportion to the Intereſt and Influence 


either Side may have in the Kingdom. No 
Man can be ignorant of the ſeveral Denomi- 

nations of Party amongſt us; and it is evi- 
dent by Experience, that each Side is equally 


Loyal, Affectionate, and Dutiful to the Crown, 


when employed in the Adminiſtration; and 


that neither Party is eaſy, or contented, when 
diſcountenanced and excluded from Confi- 


dence, and all Share in the Management of 
Affairs. Upon the Death of the QUEEN, 


the Engliſh Nation ſeemed to have laid aſide 
their Animoſities and Diviſions; all Men ex- 
preſs'd an equal Teal for the Intereſt of the 


King and his Family; and each Party, ac- 
cording to their ſeveral Pretenſions and ſup- 


poſed Merits, expected a large Share of Court 
Favours. But when the Employments were 


diſpoſed of in one Channel, and when they 
who had governed the Kingdom with gene- 
ral Applauſe were diſgraced, and thoſe who 


had lain under popular Odium and Suſpicions 
were advanced in their room, Men loſt all 
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Patience, and: by 'the moſt TY Actions 


and Exp 3 ſhewed. their utmoſt Rage 
and Reſentinent againſt the King and his Mi- 
niſters. And when the Negotiations of the 
Peace were laid before the Parliament, and 
the Party found themſelves not only diſplaced 
for the preſent, but condemned by Lords and 


Commons to a perpetual Diſgrace, and their 
chief Leaders were impeached, attainted, or 


baniſhed, they were driven to Deſpair. And 
We Gad:: that the Senſe of their Condition 
ſuggeſted to them thoſe bold Deſigus which 
were moſt dangerous to their own Welfare, 
and deſtructive of the Peace of their Conn- 


try. And the Diſcontent and Diſgrace f 


theſe great Men had fo great an Influence, 


as to tranſport the greater Part of the people : 
into the utmoſt Rage and Fury; which in 


one Part of the Kingdom broke out into open 
War and Rebellion, tho' it was ſoon extin- 


guiſhd, by God's Bleſſing on his Majeſty's 


Arms. It is evident, therefore, that the Dif- 
pute among Engliſhmen is not, Who ſhall en- 


joy the Crown Y but what Party ſhall be em- 
ployed in the Adminiſtration; or whether 


thoſe called Tories are for ever to be excluded 


from the Service of their King and Country- 


The Reaſon of the ſevere Treatment of the 
late Queen's Miniſters is alledged to be, that 
they acted a Part in the Miegel s of peace 


wick * diſnonourable to the Crown, 
ais highly | 


t- 


ʒ:ĩ5, 0 
highly prejudicial to the Intereſts of their 
Country, and very inconfiſtent with the Trea- 
ties and Alliances made with Confederate 


Princes and States. And ſince that great Af. 


fair is under the Conſideration of the moſt 
wiſe and honourable Aſſembly in the World, 
it would be preſumptuous for any private 
Man to interpoſe his Judgment. But if it oc 
granted, as I think it muſt be on all Sides, 
that it is the Intereſt of Great Britain to keep 
this Peace with France, tho perhaps not fo 
advantageous as might have been wiſhed, 
and might have been obtained; it may be 
a Queſtion worthy of Conſideration, whether 
it would not have been more conducive to 
the Intereſt of the King, the Peace of the 
_— and even to the Security of this 
preſent Miniſtry, to have paſſed over the De- 
fects and Irregularities (if there were any) 
of the four laſt Years of the Queen's Reign, 
or ſlightly to have cenſured the Miniſters of 
ill Advice and Adminiſtration, ' than to have 
_ raiſed ſuch an ungovernable Spirit in the Peo- 
ple, by ſeverely Proſecuting them for thoſe 
Actions and Meaſures, which thro' a Miſta- 
ken Zeal had been ſo highly applauded and 
approved of? And whether the Diſorders 
and Diſtractions which have been occaſioned 
by theſe Proceedings, are not of far worſe 
Conſequence, than the Impunity of three 
or four great Men, tho' never fo * 
171 . * and 
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and Guilty? It is indeed ſuggeſted by Self. 
Intereſted and Deſigning Men, that the Tory 

Party is for ever to be excluded from the Fa- 
vour and Counſels of this King and bis Fa- 
mily. But theſe Men argue like very weak 

Politicians, as well as very bad Subjects, and 
cannot poſſibly mean either the Honour of 

the King, ot the Happineſs of their Coun- 

try. For in the preſent Situation of Affairs, 
the Help and Aſſiſtance of all wiſe and honeſt 

Men will not be found more than ſufficient 
to ſupport the King, and provide for the 

Good of the Kingdom: And the Crown of 

Great Britain is too great an Intereſt. to be 

ventured: upon the narrow Bottom of any 
one Party of Men, tho? never ſo confide- 
rable and powerful. And if we conſule the 
Hiſtory. of our own Times only, we ſhall: 
find, that our Princes have been obliged, in. 
the Space of a few Years, to encourage and 
employ, Men of all Parties for their own 
Safety, and to preſerve their Dominions in 
 Repoſe and Tranquillity. And it will be 
NY found a dangerous Experiment for any Court 
| to make, obſtinately to refuſe ever to admit 
into Favour ſuch or ſuch a Party of Men, be 

'N they what they will, tho' its own Intereſts, 
ö and the Publick Good, ſhould neceſſarily re- 
1 quire their Counſel and Aſſiſtance. It were 
18 greatly to be wiſhed, that his preſent Majeſty 

was ſo firmly eſtabliſh'd upon his Throne, 


. v4 


e ray w= 


that 


that Nothing; could diſturb him, much lefs 
weaken, or ſhake his Government. But if 
any conſiderable Part of his Subjects are tho- 

roughly diſguſted and provoked , baniſhed 

from his Preſence, excluded from his Favours; 
and treated as profeſs'd Enemies, their Re- 
ſentments and Clamours will give a Court a 
conſtant Uneaſineſs and Perplexity, and will 


- weary the Miniſters with Rumours, Miſre. 


preſentations and Slanders, which by De- 
grees will alienate the Affections of the Peo- 
ple from them. And tho' the Noife and Cla- 
mours of the Multitude may feem weak and 
contemptible; yet we have found the greateſt 
Miniſters obliged to give way to popular Ha- 
tred and Diſcontent, tho' never ſo ground- 
leſs and unreaſonable ; and Princes have of- 
ten thought it their Intereſt to reconcile theme | 
ſelves to the Love of their People at the 
Expence of their Favourites and beſt Ser- 
vants. All this hath happened within our 
Memory to great and wife Men, in full Poſ- 
ſſeſſion of their Prince's Favour, ſupported 
by a Parliament of their own Sentiments, 
and Famous throughout the World for the 
zreateſt Succeſs in all their Councils and En- 
deavours for the Publick Good. "7 12 
This is the common and ordinary Fate 
f Miniſters, in the beſt eftabliſh'd Govern- 
ments, when the People are thorougly dit- 
guſted and provoked. But the Circumſtan- 
„ =: ces 
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ces of the preſent King are very different 


from moſt of his Predeceſſors. He came al. 
moſt an entire Stranger to the Laws, Man- 
ners, and Genius of the People, whom he 
governs, and wanted that perſonal Intereſt 
and Acquaintance, which-a Prince born and 
educated in this Country would have had. 


And it is very notorious, that Engliſhmen 


have no ſmall Value for themſelves as ſuch, 
Another Diſadvantage of the preſent King 


is, that there is a Pretender to the Crown, 


who, to the Surprize and Aſtoniſhment of all 
thinking Men, ſeems to have a conſiderable 
Intereſt in theſe Kingdoms; and in Spight 
of all the Precautions of Wiſdom or Power, 
is capable of Diſturbing the King, and his 
Government. What Intereſt this Pretender 
may have in Foreign Courts, and how far 
thoſe Princes, who are related to the Royal 
Family, and who ſuppoſe themſelves to have 
a Contingent Right to theſe Crowns, may 


favour his Pretenfions, is not within the 
Sphere of any private Perſon's Knowledge 


or Information, I believe, it cannot be de- 
nied, that the Efforts this Pretender hath 


already made to diſturb the Repoſe of 
theſe Kingdoms, muſt be the Effect of the 
Aſſiſtance, Encouragement, or Connivance 
of ſome Foreign Princes and States. 
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t Quan it therefore be judged adviſable for „ 
the Court to render any Party of Men fo — 
* deſperate and outragious, as to oblige them 1 
e by ſevere Uſage, contrary to their Intereſts 

ſt and Inclinations, to have an Eye towards 

d this Pretender, and out of pure Revenge 

d. and Impatience to join their Force and In- 5 

2 tereſt with the Enemies of our Religion and 


h, Conſtitution? The Friends of the preſent 
S Miniſtry with great Reaſon maintain, that 


S the Peace with France is very inſecure and 

FN precarious ; even the King himſelf hath de- 

je Cclared, that the Terms of that Peace are 

It not yet executed on the part of France. If 

r his Majeſty therefore, by any new Provo- 

is cation, ſhould find himſelf obliged to enter 

er into another War to procure for his own 

ar! Subjects, and for his Allies, a farther Secu- 

al rity and Satisfaction, how faintly and hea- 

ve vily muſt ſuch a War be carried on with- 
zy out the Zeal, Affection, and Unanimity of 9 
he all his Subjects? How would the Councils 1 
ge] be betrayed, and the Credit be blaſted by 3 
e- diſcontented and ill. meaning Men? And how 4 
th would the Publick be preyed upon by thoſe, 4 
of who would take Advantage of its Neceſſi- 5 
he ties? We cannot therefore but be aſſured, 94 
ce] that there is great Reaſon to conclude, that 4 
the Intereſt of the King, and the preſent 4 

and future Welfare of the Kingdom, neceſ@= | 

an Ffarily require, that ſome Means be found 3 


out, 
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bout, before it is too late, to unite both Par. 
ties in the Common Support and Defence 
of their King and Country, which tho' it 
be a great and a difficult Work to bring to 
paſs, yet perhaps it will be found a Work 
much more difficult to keep theſe King- 
doms in tolerable Peace and Quiet without 
ſome ſuch pacifick Expedient. The Mini- 
ſters cannot but reflect, that there have been 
greater Diſorders and Riots committed in 
fifteen Months, than in the Space of fifty 
Tears paſt, to the great Diſhonour of bis 


Nation. And tho? it ought not to be a Que- 
ſtion, whether the Court hath a&ed juſtly. 
and wiſely, yet it may with all due Submiſ- 


_ Majeſty, and the Diſgrace of the Engliſh 5 


ſion be conſidered, whether the Meaſures: 


that have been purſued have been agreeable 
to the General Temper, Inclinations, and 
Affections of the People, and whether ſtridct 
Juſtice without any Regard to popular Diſ- 
like or Approbation, be not more injurious 
to the Publick Peace, than the undeſerved 
Greatneſs and Popularity of ſome few Per. 
ſons, who have not ſerved their Country 
fo well as they onght. And ſince a ſeeming 
Severity in the Miniſters and Parliament is 
thought by ſome to have occafioned theſe 
Diſorders, let it be conſidered, whether the 

Contiauance and Increaſe of that Severity 1s 
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Then” 


likely to prove a proper and effectual Re- 
medy againſt the like Diſorder s. 


Tbe Priſons are now full of State Male- 1 


factors of all Ranks and Degrees, and every 
Day affords ſome new Inſtance of Sin and 
Puniſnment. And good Men are not more 
concerned for the Calamity of the Suffe- 
rers, than for the Diſgrace the Government 
incurs, by being fo infulted and contemned. 
All this muſt proceed either from a Gene- 
ral Corruption and Depravity in Mens Minds, 
or from Want of a due Regard and Con- 
deſcenſion to the Loca and Inclinations | 
of the People. 
In ſhort, the Fire is now kindled. Mens 
Spirits are in a Flame, and that F lame grows 
every Day greater; and whether it be more 
for the Publick Good to keep the Fire un- 
der by moderate Meaſures and Counſels, or 
to add Fuel to it by farther Provocations, 
is the Buſineſs of Wiſe Counſellors, and 5 


of Faithful and Diſintereſted Miniſters to 
determine. 
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